
Office of the City Clerk Kim Stanker, City Clerk 
City of Ketchikan, Alaska Taylor Lee, Deputy City Clerk 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Subject: 

Mayor and City Council 

Kim Stanker, City Clerk 

March 22, 2023 

Standard Marijuana Cultivation Facility New Application– Northern Lights Cultivation 

Notification of a new application for a standard marijuana cultivation facility license for 
Northern Lights Cultivation, owned by Jesse Hoyt, was received on March 2, 2023 from 
Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office (AMCO) and the City must respond to AMCO by 
May 2, 2023. Ketchikan Municipal Code 5.20.050(a)(b) sets forth the City’s standards and 
procedures for filing a protest with AMCO.  

When a notification for a new application of a marijuana license is received from AMCO, 
the Clerk’s office sends a memorandum to the Fire Department, the Police Department, the 
Building Official and the Borough Revenue and Planning Departments to ascertain 
compliance with the Code. According to the KMC, one of the conditions under which the 
Council may consider a protest of a new application of a marijuana cultivation license 
states, "whether the business to be opened under the license would violate the zoning code 
of the borough or whether there are delinquent property taxes or local improvement 
district assessments or penalties or interest thereon arising out of real or personal property 
owned in whole or in part by any person named in the application as an applicant where 
such property is used, or is to be used, in whole or in part in the business conducted or to be 
conducted under the license.” The Borough Revenue Department, Fire Department, Police 
Department and Building Department have notified my office that they find no objections 
with this new application, however, the Borough Planning Department stated because this 
license had expired, Mr. Hoyt is required to apply for a new Conditional Use Permit (CUP). 
Mr. Hoyt returned the application before the March 17th deadline to be considered 
at the Planning Commission’s meeting of April 11, 2023. Should the Planning 
Commission deny Mr. Hoyt’s application he will be in violation of the Borough’s zoning code. 

Should the Council decide to protest the renewal of a marijuana license, the first step would be 
adopting a motion to do so. A public hearing on the protest would then be set for the regular 
Council meeting of April 20, 2023. Should the Council decide to protest, but the CUP is 
approved, the Council may elect to remove the item from the April 20, 2023 agenda. 
Alternatively, the Council may wish to approve the license, and in addition, may wish to apply 
certain conditions to that approval.  

Three alternative motions have been prepared for Council consideration. 

Alternate Motion No. 1: I move the City Council approve the new application of 
Northern Lights Cultivation License No. 34926. 

: I move the City Council approve the new application of Northern Lights 
Cultivation License No. 34926 contingent upon the Planning Commission approving the CUP. 

   : Pursuant to Ketchikan Municipal Code 5.20.050(a)(b), I move that 
the City Council protest the new application of Northern Lights Cultivation License No. 34926, 
direct the City Clerk to schedule a public hearing on the protest at 7:00 p.m. on April 20, 
2023 in the Council Chambers, and notify the license applicant in accordance with 
Ketchikan Municipal Code Section 5.20.050(b). 
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The Ketchikan Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1804, passed January 21, 2016. 

5.20.050 City council review of issuance, renewal or transfer of liquor licenses. 
(a) Upon receipt of notification from the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board that the board has before it an
application for the issuance, renewal or transfer of an alcoholic beverage license, the council shall determine
whether to protest the proposed action and shall consider such of the following facts as the council believes are
pertinent:

(1) The character and public interests of the surrounding neighborhood;

(2) The actual and potential law enforcement problems, including the proximity of the premises to law
enforcement stations and patrols;

(3) The concentration of other licenses of the same and other types in the area;

(4) Whether the surrounding area experiences an unacceptable rate of alcohol abuse or of crime or accidents
in which alcohol is involved as a cause;

(5) The comments and objections, if any, of the residents, owners, and inhabitants of the surrounding area;

(6) The adequacy of parking facilities;

(7) Unsafe conditions at the licensed premises, including, but not limited to, the safety of ingress to and
egress from the premises;

(8) Whether the applicant has timely permitted the inspection provided for under KMC 5.20.040 and
whether the premises complies with local, state, and federal fire, health and other safety codes;

(9) The degree of control the licensee has, or proposes to have, over the conduct of the licensed business;

(10) The history of convictions of the applicants and affiliates of the applicants for:

(A) Any felony,

(B) Any criminal violation of state or local statute or regulation involving use or abuse of alcohol or a
controlled substance,

(C) Any violation of AS Title 4 or regulations adopted by the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board,

(D) Any violation of the alcoholic beverage control laws of another state as a licensee of that state;

(11) Whether the applicant or the applicant’s affiliates are untrustworthy, unfit to conduct a licensed
business, or constitute a potential source of harm to the public;

(12) The business operated under the license is, on the date the council considers the application, delinquent
in the payment of any sales tax or penalty or interest on sales tax arising out of the operation of the licensed
premises;

(13) Whether there are delinquent property taxes or local improvement district assessments or penalties or
interest thereon arising out of real or personal property owned in whole or in part by any person named in the
application as an applicant where such property is used, or is to be used, in whole or in part in the business
conducted or to be conducted under the license;

(14) Whether there are any delinquent charges or assessments owing the city by the licensee for a municipal
service provided for the benefit of the business conducted under the license or for a service or an activity
provided or conducted by the city at the request of or arising out of an activity of the business conducted under
the license;

(15) Whether the business to be opened under the license would violate the zoning code of the borough;(15) Whether the business to be opened under the license would violate the zoning code of the borough;
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The Ketchikan Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1804, passed January 21, 2016. 

(16) If an application is for a tourism license under AS 04.11.400(d), then:

(A) The city will protest any application based on construction of a new tourist facility unless the
construction will include at least 30 rooms,

(B) The council will protest any application for a new tourism beverage dispensary license based on an
improvement to an existing tourist facility of at least 30 rooms unless the improvements will result in at
least a 50 percent increase in the assessed or appraised valuation compared to the value of the original
tourist facility,

(C) The council, in addition to the requirements of subsections (a)(16)(A) and (B) of this section, as
applicable, will require the applicant to show by convincing evidence that issuance of an additional
beverage dispensary license to a tourist facility will, in fact, encourage tourism in the city. The applicant
must prove that tourism will constitute a majority of the business of the beverage dispensary license;

(17) Any other factors the council determines are generally relevant or relevant to a particular application or
to the public interest.

(b) If the council decides to protest the issuance, renewal or transfer of a license it shall state the basis of the
protest and the applicant shall be notified of such decision and shall be afforded an abbreviated and informal hearing
before the council to defend the application. At the conclusion of the hearing, the council decision to protest the
application shall stand unless a majority of the council votes to withdraw the protest. (Ord. 1782 § 12, 2014; Ord.
1431, 2000; Ord. 1061 § 1, 1985. Formerly 5.20.130)
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Department of Commerce, 
Community,  

and Economic Development 
Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office

550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Main: 907.269.0350 

March 2, 2023 

City of Ketchikan; Ketchikan Gateway Borough  
Attn:  Kacie Paxton; Kim Stanker; Taylor Lee  
VIA Email: boroclerk@kgbak.us; deputyclerk@kgbak.us; kims@ktn-ak.us; taylorl@ktn-ak.us  

License Number: 34926  

License Type: Standard Marijuana Cultivation Facility 

Licensee: Jesse Hoyt 

Doing Business As: Northern Lights Cultivation  

Physical Address: 4705 North Tongass Hwy Apt 1  
Ketchikan, AK 99901 

Designated Licensee: Jesse Milan Hoyt  

Phone Number: 907-617-1919

Email Address: invin69@yahoo.com  

New Application New Onsite Consumption Endorsement Application (Retail Only)
AMCO has received a complete application for a marijuana establishment within your jurisdiction.  This notice is 
required under 3 AAC 306.025(d)(2).  Application documents will be sent to you separately via ZendTo. 

To protest the approval of this application pursuant to 3 AAC 306.060, you must furnish the director and the applicant 
with a clear and concise written statement of reasons for the protest within 60 days of the date of this notice, and 
provide AMCO proof of service of the protest upon the applicant. If the protest is a “conditional protest” as defined in 3 
AAC 306.060(d)(2) and the application otherwise meets all the criteria set forth by the regulations, the Marijuana 
Control Board may approve the license, but require the applicant to show to the board’s satisfaction that the 
requirements of the local government have been met before the director issues the license.  

3 AAC 306.010, 3 AAC 306.080, and 3 AAC 306.250 provide that the board will deny an application for a new license if 
the board finds that the license is prohibited under AS 17.38 as a result of an ordinance or election conducted under AS 
17.38 and 3 AAC 306.200, or when a local government protests an application on the grounds that the proposed 
licensed premises are located in a place within the local government where a local zoning ordinance prohibits the 
marijuana establishment, unless the local government has approved a variance from the local ordinance. 

This application will be in front of the Marijuana Control Board at our March 8-9, 2023, meeting. 

Sincerely, 

Joan Wilson, Director  
amco.localgovernmentonly@alaska.gov 
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Kim Stanker

From: Taylor Lee
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2023 9:49 AM
To: Kim Stanker
Subject: FW: Marijuana license application

From: Jonathan Lappin <jonathanl@kgbak.us>
Sent: Friday, March 10, 2023 4:28 PM
To: Taylor Lee <taylorl@City.Ketchikan.Ak.Us>
Subject: RE: Marijuana license application

CAUTION: External Email  
This email originated from a source outside the City of Ketchikan. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Taylor,

Yes, he did drop that off. We will schedule him for the April meeting. If for some reason the CUP is denied, then
operation of the cultivation facility would be a violation of our zoning code.

Jonathan Lappin, AICP
Associate Planner

From: Taylor Lee <taylorl@City.Ketchikan.Ak.Us>
Sent: Thursday, March 9, 2023 3:56 PM
To: Jonathan Lappin <jonathanl@kgbak.us>
Cc: Kim Stanker <KimS@City.Ketchikan.Ak.Us>
Subject: RE: Marijuana license application

Hi Johnathan,

Did Jesse drop off his CUP application with your office? Clerk Stanker spoke with him today and he said he was on his
way over there.

Also, if the Planning Commission denies his application the Borough has the ability to enforce that he will not be able to
operate as a cultivation facility, correct?

Thank you,

Taylor

Subject:Marijuana license application

CAUTION: External Email  
This email originated from a source outside the City of Ketchikan. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 
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Good morning Mr. Hoyt,

I am in receipt of a notice from the City of Ketchikan that you have applied for marijuana cultivation license from the
State of Alaska. The notification was sent to me in the Planning Department so that we can review the application and
identify any conflicts between your application and the Borough’s Zoning Code.

Per KGBC 18.45.020 in order for you to operate a marijuana cultivation facility you are required to obtain a Conditional
Use Permit (CUP) from the Borough. I understand that you received a CUP for the cultivation facility that operated in
that location in the past; however, when the state license for that use expired the use of the property changed. By
applying for a new license you are asking to change the use of the property back, and that required a new CUP.

I have attached a blank CUP and Zoning Permit application forms and an Owner Authorization form.

If you have any questions about how to complete the forms we would be happy to assist you.

In order for your application to be considered by the Planning Commission at the April 11, 2023 meeting we must
receive a complete application no later than March 17, 2023.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Jonathan Lappin, AICP
Associate Planner
Ketchikan Gateway Borough Planning Department
(907) 228 6618

 
--  
This email has been processed with the City of Ketchikan SPAM filter. Please still be 
diligent with suspicious emails as no SPAM filter is 100% effective. 
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Kim Stanker

From: Molly Stump <mollys@kgbak.us>
Sent: Monday, March 6, 2023 9:01 AM
To: Taylor Lee; Jonathan Lappin; Gretchen O'Sullivan; Corey Bingham; Eric Mattson
Cc: Jonathan Kelley; Kim Stanker
Subject: RE: Standard Marijuana Cultivation Facility

CAUTION: External Email  
This email originated from a source outside the City of Ketchikan. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello,

The Finance Department has no objections.

Thank you,

Molly Stump 
Accounts Receivable/Acctg Tech II 
Ketchikan Gateway Borough 
1900 First Ave Ste 118 
Ketchikan, AK 99901 
(907)228-6609 

From: Taylor Lee
Sent: Thursday, March 2, 2023 4:23 PM
To: 'jonathanl@kgbak.us' <jonathanl@kgbak.us>; Gretchen O'Sullivan <gretcheno@City.Ketchikan.Ak.Us>; Corey
Bingham <coreyb@City.Ketchikan.Ak.Us>; Eric Mattson <ericm@city.ketchikan.ak.us>; 'Claire Kelly' <clairek@kgbak.us>
Cc: Kim Stanker <KimS@City.Ketchikan.Ak.Us>
Subject: Standard Marijuana Cultivation Facility

Good afternoon, 
 
Attached is a notification from the Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office regarding application for a Standard 
Marijuana Cultivation Facility: 
 
Northern Lights Cultivation 
 
This establishment was one of the two cultivation facilities within the City of Ketchikan. They had an issue with 
their renewal application and had to reapply as a new cultivation facility. 
 
Please respond by Monday, March 20, 2023 in order to put it on the agenda for City Council consideration at 
the April 7, 2023 meeting. 

Thank you,

Taylor

Thank you,










